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Serving God — Joshua’s Last Message

When | think of aleader of Israel inthe Old Testament
delivering amessageto the peoplebefore he passed away,
| think of Mosesand the book of Deuteronomy. Joshua
also delivered afinal messageto the children of | srael

before he passed away. Hegivesasimilar messagethat
Moses did. He talks about serving God and keeping
God'scommandments. Weread thisin Joshua22:5 “But
takediligent heed to do the commandment and thelaw,
which Mosesthe servant of the LORD charged you, to
lovethe LORD your God, and towalk inall hisways,
and to keep hiscommandments, and to cleaveunto him,
andtoservehimwithal your heart andwith al your soul.”

We seethat thisisthe same asthe message that M oses
gavetothepeoplein Deuteronomy 10: 12,13: “And now,
Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but
tofear theLord thy God, towak inall hisways, and to
lovehim, andto servetheLord thy God with al thy heart
and withal thy soul, To keep the commandments of the
LORD, and hisstatutes, which | command theethisday
for thy good?’

Joshud sfind messageisgivenin Joshuachapter 24. Let's
look at some of theversesin thischapter.
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Firgt, hereminded the peopleof Isradl of dl that God has
donefor them.

Joshua 24: 2-6: “And Joshuasaid unto all the people,
Thussaiththe LORD God of Isragl, Your fathersdwelt
ontheother sideof thefloodin oldtime, even Terah, the
father of Abraham, and thefather of Nachor: and they
served other gods. And | took your father Abraham from
theother sde of theflood, and led him throughout all the
land of Canaan, and multiplied hisseed, and gave him
Isaac. And | gaveunto I saac Jacob and Esau: and | gave
unto Esau mount Seir, to possessit; but Jacob and his
children went down into Egypt. | sent Mosesalso and
Aaron, and | plagued Egypt, according to that which |
did among them: and afterward | brought you out. And |
brought your fathersout of Egypt: and ye came unto the
sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fatherswith
chariotsand horsemen untothe Red sea.”

After reminding the people of everything God hasdone
for them, Joshuathentellsthem:

Joshua24: 13-15: “And| havegivenyoualandfor which
yedid not labour, and citieswhich ye built not, and ye
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dwell inthem; of thevineyardsand oliveyardswhichye
planted not do ye eat. Now therefore fear the LORD,
and serve himinsincerity and in truth: and put away the
godswhich your fathers served on the other side of the
flood, and in Egypt; and serveyethe LORD. Andif it
seem evil unto you to servethe LORD, chooseyouthis
day whom yewill serve; whether the godswhich your
fathers served that were on the other side of theflood, or
the godsof theAmorites, inwhoseland yedwell: but as
for meand my house, wewill servethe LORD.

Thechildren of Israel then pledged themselvesto serve
theLord.

Joshua24:16 “ And the people answered and said, God
forbid that we should forsakethe LORD, to serve other
gods.”

Joshuawanted to emphasi ze to the people how important
it wasfor themto stay trueto God and the consequences
if they fell away from what God wantsusto do.

Joshua24: 19-24 “ And Joshuasaid unto the people, Ye
cannot servethe LORD: for heisan holy God; heisa
jealous God; hewill not forgiveyour transgressions nor
your sins. If yeforsake the LORD, and serve strange
gods, then hewill turn and do you hurt, and consumeyou,
after that he hath done you good. And the peoplesaid
unto Joshua, Nay; but wewill servetheLord. And Joshua
said unto the people, Ye arewitnesses against yourselves
that ye have chosen you the LORD, to servehim. And
they said, We arewitnesses. Now therefore put away,
said he, the strange gods which are among you, and in-
clineyour heart unto the LORD God of Israel. Andthe
people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we
serve, and hisvoicewill we obey.”

Joshuawasthen ableto diein peace, knowing that he had
servedtheLordwell and explained God' swill tothe people
of lsradl.

Joshua24: 28-31. “ So Joshualet the people depart, ev-
ery manunto hisinheritance. Andit cameto passafter
thesethings, that Joshuathe son of Nun, the servant of the
LORD, died, being an hundred and ten yearsold. And
they buried him in the border of his inheritance in
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Timnathserah, whichisin mount Ephraim, on the north
sideof thehill of Gaash. And Isradl servedthe LORD Al
the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that
overlived Joshua, and which had known al theworks of
the LORD, that he had donefor Isradl.”

Joshuawas agreat spokesman for God and the people
of hisgeneration did follow God and serve him. How-
ever aswe know astimewent on the children of Israel
fell away from Joshua steachingsand stopped following
God. God sent many prophetsto the people, al with the
samemessageasseenin| Samud 12:24 “Only fear the
LORD, andservehimintruthwith al your heart: for con-
sider how great things he hath donefor you.”

God had planned for the children of Isragl to beashining
exampleto all people and show everyone how to serve
God and keep His commandments. They were never
abletorisetothisgreat task.

Eventually God sent his Son to be thisshining example
and to deliver thissame messageto al people.

Matthew 6:24, "No man can servetwo masters: for ei-
ther hewill hatethe one, and lovethe other; or elsehe
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.”

Matthew 22:37, AndHesaidtohim, * You shall lovethe
Lord your Godwithal your heart, andwith al your soul,
andwithal your mind.”

John12:26, “If any man serveme, let himfollow me; and
wherel am, there shall also my servant be: if any man
serveme, himwill my Father honour.”

God's message to man in the Bible has been the same
fromthebeginning. Serve God and keep hiscommand-
ments. Then thru the grace of God and the sacrifice of
his Sonwehavetheright to eternd life.

| lovewhat Joshuasaidtolsradl, “ asfor meand my house,
wewill servetheLord.” Joshualived by thesewords
and we should do the same.

Gary Mills
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The New Covenant

By David Del_ong

When God spoke of Hiscovenant, Hereferred to the
Ten Commandments. In Deuteronomy 4:13wefind writ-
ten: "And hedeclared unto you his covenant, which he
commanded you to perform, even ten commandments,
and hewrotethem upon two tablesof stone.” Inthebook
of Jeremiah 31:33wefind: "But thisshal bethe covenant
that | will makewiththehouseof Isragl; After thosedays,
saiththe LORD, | will put my law intheir inward parts,
andwriteitintheir hearts, and will betheir God, and they
shal bemy people." Many peoplethink that much of the
gospelsof Jesus Christ areactualy not apart of the New
Covenant. They may believethat the gospelswere Jew-
ish, and that Jesus, being a Jew, was addressing those
Jewsbasicdly under the Old Covenant. Thus, Histeach-
ings about the Sabbath, they believe, wereapart of the
Old Covenant.

But listen to what iswritten in the book of Hebrews,
chapter nine, verses 15-17: "Andfor thiscause he (Jesus)
isthemediator of the new testament (covenant), that by
meansof degth, for the redemption of thetransgressions
that wereunder thefirst testament, they which arecalled
might receivethe promiseof eternd inheritance. For where
atestament is, there must also of necessity bethe death
of thetestator. For atestament isof force after menare
dead: otherwiseitisof no strength at all whilethetestator
liveth."

Didyou get thefull impact of theseversesin Hebrews?
A testament, or covenant, isonly inforce after thetesta-
tor hasdied! Therefore, that meansthat Jesusset up the
New Covenant whileHewasadlive, whichwasinthegos-
pels. But that covenant went into force when Hedied.
Therefore, Histeachingsand example, in the gospels,
becamethebasisfor theNew Covenant. Thewritingsof
Paul, Peter, and the other apostlesand disciplesdid not
supercede the teachings of Jesus, but only added some
light to Histeachings. We know, for instance, that Jesus
teachings about the Sabbath, therefore, could not have
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been done away with and replaced with Sunday obser-
vance. Let uslook at other teachingsand exampleof Jesus
inthegospels.

Concerning tithing, then, asbeing apart of the New
Covenant, weread in Matthew 23:23 where Jesustaught:
"Woe unto you, scribesand Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
pay titheof mint and aniseand cummin, and have omitted
theweightier matters of thelaw, judgment, mercy, and
faith: these ought yeto have done, and not to leavethe
other undone." Sowe can plainly seethat Jesusendorsed
tithing under the New Covenant.

How about the doctrine of the clean and unclean? Jesus
apparently had no direct teachingsabout thissubject, but
Histestimony concerning unclean animalswasvery ap-
parent. For instance, in Matthew 7:6 weread: "Give not
that whichisholy untothedogs, neither cast yeyour pearls

PAGE FIVE




before swine, lest they tramplethem under their feet, and
turn again and rend you." Here Jesusis comparing evil
peoplewith unclean animals. He could have said, don't
cast your pearlsbeforerams, lest they tramplethem un-
der foot and come and head butt you. But He was obvi-
ously comparing unclean peopleto unclean animals. In
another case, in Mark 5:11-14, we read about a great
herd of swinefeeding by some mountains. A man pos-
sessed by evil spirits, named Legion, wasa sothere. Jesus
cast the evil spiritsout of theman. "And all the devils
besought him, saying, Send usinto the swine, that we
may enter intothem. And forthwith Jesusgavethem|leave.
And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the

swine: and the herd ran violently down asteep placeinto
the seq, (they wereabout two thousand;) and werechoked
inthesea. And they that fed the swinefled, and tolditin
thecity, and inthe country. And they went out to seewhat
it wasthat wasdone." Now thedevilsentering into the
herd of swine did not make the animalsunclean. They
aready were. But JesusNEV ER wasted food. Remem-
ber in Matthew 14 where Jesushad Hisdisciplespick up
12 basketsfull of the5loavesand 2 fishesthat He had
passed out to themultitude? 1 the swinewereto beeaten,
Hewouldn't havewasted such agreat amount of "food."
Therefore, clean meatsonly areunder the New Covenant.

From TheAdvocate of Truth June 27, 1994
The Devil’sBest Tool

It was once announced that the Devil was going out of business and would offer all his tools for sale to
omsoever would pay the price. On the night of the sale they were all attractively displayed, and a bad
looking lot they were; Malice, jealousy, envy, hatred, sensuality, deceit, and all the other implements of evil
ere spread out. Each was marked with a price. Apart from the rest of the tools lay a harmless looking
edge shaped tool, much worn and priced higher than any of the rest.

Someone asked the Devil what it was. “ That is discouragement,” was the reply. “Well why do you have it
priced so high?” “Because” replied the Devil, “ it ismore useful to methan any of the other tools. | can pr
open and get inside a man’s consciousness with that when | could not get near him with any of the others,
and once inside, | can use him in what ever way suits me best. It is so much worn because | use it with
nearly everybody as very few people know it belongs to me."

It need hardly be added that the Devil’s price for discouragement was so high that it was never sold. The
Devil still owns it, and is still using it.
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AUTHORITY

L

‘THE BIBLE

by Marie Rasnick Fetzer

Haveyou ever heard these questionsbefore? What exactly isthe Bible, and upon whose authority wasit written?

WHAT ISTHE BIBLE?

Christiansbelievethat the Bibleisacollection of sacred
texts containing theinerrant Word of God, givento men
who wrotethem down asthey wereinspired by theHoly
Spirit. Itisdivided into two sections. TheHebrew Bible,
whichwecall the Old Testament, coversfromthetimeof
Creation up until about 400 yearsprior to the appearance
of Christ. Itisacompilation of textswrittenin Hebrew
and Aramaic, that includes history, geneal ogy, stories,
poetry, laws and prophecy, and introduces God asthe
Creator of theuniverse. It reveasto usthat, because of
sin, Man was separated from God, and sentenced to
death, and tellsof God'smercy in Hispromiseto senda
Redeemer. The New Testament waswrittenin Greek,
becausethat wasthe dominant languageinthedaysof the
early Church. Ittellsusabout Jesusof Nazareth and His
missionto preach the Good Newsof thecoming Kingdom
of God. It reveals that Jesus is the Son of God, the
M essiah spoken of inthe Old Testament, whose sacrifice
isableto save Mankind from sin and death, and promises
Hewill returnto Earth soontoremoved| evil and usher in
theKingdom of God. TheBiblecontainsour history and
our future. Inessence, itisour instruction book for living
and aguidelinefor salvation. It revealsour destiny and
purpose aschildren of God.
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AUTHORSHIP AND AUTHORITY OF THE
BIBLE

Both Jewsand early Christiansaccepted and revered the
Hebrew texts because they understood that God wasthe
ultimateAuthor. Wefind God' sauthorship and authority
declaredinthe Old Testament hundreds of timeswhen
weread averse beginning with thewords, “ Thus saith
theLord”. Second Timothy 3:16tellsus, “ All scripture
Is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructionin
righteousness’. Jesus acknowledged thisin Matthew
22:29-32 when, speaking to the Pharisees, “Jesus
answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing
the scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the
resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, but are asthe angels of God in heaven. But
as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not
read that which was spoken unto you by God, saying,
| am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead,
but of the living.” Jesus referenced the Hebrew
Scriptures many times, even declaring that He wasthe
one that M oses spoke to the children of Israel about,
when he said, “The LORD thy God will raise up unto
thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren,
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likeunto me; unto himyeshall hearken” (Deuteronomy
18:15).

Theconcept of “oneness’ isarecurringthemeintheBible;
one God, one Spirit, one Redeemer, one Faith, one
Baptism, oneMediator between God and Men, one Body
of Chrigt, one Church. WhiletheA postle Paul wasona
missionary journey inAsiaMinor, hereceived areport
that divisonsand immorality had crept into the Church at
Corinth, and found it necessary to address many serious
issuesthat had infiltrated the Church. Among themwere
quarrels and lawsuits among the brethren, sexual
immorality, mattersof marriageand Sngleness, mattersof
eeting and drinking, doctrina issues, theologica confusion
and the order of worship. In Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians, chapter 1, verse 10, he wrote, “ Now |
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the samething, and that there
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment.” Ephesians4:5-6tellsusthat, thereis” One
Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of
all, whoisaboveall, and through all, and inyou all” .
From these verses we learn that, based on biblical
Scripture, Christian believers should be part of asingle
body, believing and practicing the samethings, but the
very fact that, today, there are thousands of different
denominations, testifies that all who call themselves
Christians are definitely not of “ onefaith”. How did
Chrigtianity become so fractured?

For al to be unified, wemust have proper understanding
of God'sWord. Inlsaiah 55:8-9, Godtellsus,* For my
thoughtsare not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.” Paul
tellsusin| Corinthians2:10-16, “ But God hath revealed
themunto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth
no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely
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given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not
in the words which man’swisdomteacheth, but which
the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things
with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they
arespiritually discerned. But hethat isspiritual judgeth
all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For
who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we havethemind of Christ.” These
versesshow that carnal Man cannot fully understand the
Word of God on hisown; itisonly possiblewith thehelp
of theHoly Spirit. Divisionsand confusion occur when
men rely on their own understanding to “interpret” the
Holy Scriptures. Without thewisdom of the Holy Spirit,
men ultimately deviatefrom theinstructionsof theearly
Church by dlowing fa seteachingsto ariseand takeroat,
eventually causing factionsto split away fromthetrue
Church asit was established by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Who decided whichtextstoincludeintheBible, and how
was it done? Regarding the Hebrew Scriptures, the
answer is, of course, that it was God who guided human
authors and imparted holy men of old with wisdom to
understand whichtextswereof divineorigin. God assured
their accuracy through amandate He gaveto the Jewish
people (Romans 3:1-2), who have safeguarded the
Hebrew Scripturesfor thousandsof years.

AsChrigtianity began asasect of Judaism (Acts28:22),
theearly Church naturally referenced and built upon the
Hebrew Scriptures, which arethebasisof ashared tenant
of both Judaism and Chrigtianity. Not only the Bible, but
contemporary, extra-biblical evidence existsthat speaks
to the content and integrity of theancient Jewishtexts. In
A.D. 90, Jewish higtorian, Havius Josephus, felt compelled
to counter attacksfrom criticsregarding the age, origin,
history and veracity of the Jews and their sacred
Scriptures. In the following passage from “Against
Apion”, Book 1:8, Josephus described and defended the
Hebrew Scriptures, and the utmost esteem the Jewish
people held for them, even onto death: “ For we have
not an innumer able multitude of booksamong us....but
only twenty-two books. which contain the records of
all the past times: which are justly believed to be
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divine. And of them five belong to Moses. which
contain his laws, and the traditions of the origin of
mankind, till hisdeath. Thisinterval of timewaslittle
short of three thousand years. But as to the time from
the death of Moses, till the reign of Artaxerxes, King
of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the Prophets, who
were after Moses, wrote down what was donein their
times, in thirteen books. The remaining four books
contain hymns to God; and precepts for the conduct
of human life.’ Tistrue, our history hath been written
since Artaxerxes very particularly; but hath not been
esteemed of the like authority with the former by our
forefathers; because there hath not been an exact
succession of Prophets sincethat time. And how firmly
we have given credit to these books of our own nation,
isevident by what we do. For during so many ages as
have already passed, no one hasbeen so bold, aseither
to add anything to them; to take anything from them;
or to make any change in them. But it is become
natural to all Jews, immediately, and from their very
birth, to esteem these books to contain divine
doctrines; and to persist in them: and, if occasion be,
willingly to diefor them. For 'tis no new thing for our
captives, many of them in number, and frequently in
time, to be seen to endure wracks, and deaths of all
kinds, upon the theatres; that they may not be obliged
to say oneword against our laws, and the recordsthat
containthem....” Whileitistrue that the writings of
Josephusand othersare not considered inspired by God,
they do serve asan important window into Jewish and
early Christian history, and asan eye-witness account to
the Siege of Jerusalem and the Destruction of the Temple,
and other historicd events.

Some may ask, “If the Hebrew Bible and the Old
Testament arethe same, how can you account for thefact
that, shortly after the death of Jesus, Josephuswrotethat
the Jewi sh Scriptures contai ned twenty-two books (1ater
counted astwenty-four by rabbinical reckoning), and the
Christian Old Testament numbersthem at thirty-nine?’
The difference comesfrom the way the Jews grouped
and counted the books. They separated the Hebrew
Scripturesinto three categories: (1) the Law, thefirst five
books of Moses, containing Genesisto Deuteronomy;
(2) the Prophets, containing Joshuato Kings, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekid, and the Twelve, whichwecall theminor
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prophets; (3) the Writings, consisting of amix of poetic
books, wisdom, and history, Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth,
Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Danid,
Ezrato Nehemiah, and Chronicles. When you know the
categoriesand the content of the Hebrew Bible, it becomes
very clear, that when Jesussays, inLuke24:44,“ .. .. These
arethe wordswhich | spake unto you, while | was yet
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and
inthepsalms, concerningme’ , that Heisvalidating the
Scripturesof theHebrew Bibleasbeing divindy inspired,
and proclamsthat Heisthereasonfor, and thelink between
the Old and the New Testaments.

A commonideaexigtsthat thebooksof theNew Testament
were established by Constantine, the first Christian
emperor of Rome. Many false texts and religious
differencesarosein theyearsafter the death of Christ,
which threatened the unity of the Church. For both
religiousand palitica reasons, Congantinecaled acouncil

of bishops at Nicaea, Turkey in A.D. 325, to resolve
important issues and standardize doctrine. The most
seriousconflict for the council to settlewasthat of “the
Arian Controversy”. AriuswasaChristian theologian
fromAlexandria, Egypt, but had been g ected from the
church becauseof hisunderstanding of thenatureof Chrig.

He contended that Jesus, being the Son of God, implied
that He was begotten of God at some point, and had a
different relationship with Him than other creatureswho
weremerdy just created by God. Ariusins sted that there
was atime when Jesus did not exist. Thisideawasin
opposition to the “orthodox” bishopswho held to the
Trinitarian position, which sated that the Son sharesfully
inthedeity of the Father and theHoly Spirit. That, while
the Son might havewillingly takenasubordinaterole, He
wasin essencefully divine, and as such, was coexistent
with the Father from eternity, uncreated, and without
beginning or end. The debate became quitefierceand
divided thebishops. Themgority did not agreewithArius

views, and declared them asheresy, and the Trinitarians
gained themgjor support. Thecouncil deemed anofficia

statement necessary which would uphold their view, and
could be used asadoctrind standard for the* universal”

Christian Church. The result was the creation of a
profession of faith upholding the non-biblical doctrine of
the Trinity, called the Nicene Creed, which has been
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accepted, to their detriment, by Catholic, Orthodox and
many Protestant churchesever since.

In doing astudy on how bookswere chosento beinthe
New Testament, oneencountersamind numbing trip down
therabbit holeof Catholicism; centuriesfilledwithlegdistic
language, unfamiliar Latinwordsandterms, complex rules
and regulations, and endless councils, synodsand Popes,
al proclamingthespiritua andintellectud authority of the
Roman Church to interferein such decisions. All this
confusion obscuresthe simpletruth of how thetexts of
the New Testament were actually chosen. Hereagain,
theanswer issimple. It was accomplished through the
Power of God, the Holy Spirit, who guided the early
Christians in recognizing that God was the source of
Scripture, enablingthemto carefully discernwhichwritings
should and should not be part of the Bible, “ For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost” , 2 Peter 1:21. Thisassurestheinfallibility
of God, and removesMan'sfalibleinterpretationsout of
the decison making, ensuring that fal seteachingswouldn’t
corrupt the Church, as occurred with the Council of
Nicaedl sacceptance of the Trinitarian doctrine, which has
produced incredible harm to Chrigtianity for centuries.

Certainreligiousgroupswith differinginterpretations of
Scripture haveresulted in the creation of awidevariety of
editionsof the Bible. The Catholic Bible, for example,
contains seven extra books that Protestants do not
recognizeashbengdivindy ingpired. Other denominations
may chooseaversion that either adds, deletesor changes
wordsor ideas, inwaysthat support their particular beliefs.
Some groups sanction study only with their particular
edition of the Bible, and others, such asthe Mormons,
requirefollowersto accept additional booksbesidesthe
Bibleassacred. True children of God believethat the
Bibledoneissufficientinitsdlf. It containsal God' swords
that weneedtoliveby inthislifeand discover theway to
salvation. Second Timothy 3:15-17 tellsus, “ And that
from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which isin Christ Jesus. All scriptureis
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instructionin
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righteousness. That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.” The Church
of God (7th Day) recommendsthe King JamesVersion
of the Bible, becausewebedlieveit to bethemost accurate
word-for-word English trandation from the original
Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic manuscripts.

Skepticsmay say the Bible cannot bebelieved, and argue
that it hasbeen changed or corrupted over the centuries,
and that we do not have the same Old Testament asin
Jesus day. TheApostiePaul, however, tellsusin Romans
3:1-2, that God entrusted the Jewish peopleto preserve
the integrity of His holy Word. He asks, “ What
advantage then hath the Jew?” and answers, “ Much
every way: chiefly, because that unto them were
committed theoraclesof God.” Enemiesof Chrigtianity
have sought to outlaw, repress and destroy the Holy
Scripturessincethe beginning. But Jesussaid that His
Word would stand forever. In Matthew 24:35 He says,
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not passaway.” In Romans10:10-11, Paul says,
“For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him
shall not beashamed.” InJohn 17:3, Jesussays, “ And
thisislife eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent”.
In John 14:6, JesustellshisDisciples, “...| amtheway;,
thetruth, and thelife: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by M€’ . Butin John 14:5, aconfused Thomas asks,
“...Lord...how can we know theway?” Romans10:17
tellsus, “ So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” , and we know that the Word of
God iscontained inthe pagesof the Bible. Thereisno
other way totheFather except throughfaithin JesusChrid,
which HehasrevededtousinHoly Scripture. Whenwe
open our Bible, we hold the very Word of God in our
hands. TheBibleisapreciousgift from God andisthe
most important thing we will ever own. We can be
confident that the same God who revealed Himself and
Hisplanfor salvation through Christ to the Holy Men of
old, has aso been ableto accurately preserveit down
through the ages, evenunto usinthispresent age. Praise
beto God.
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LESSONI
THE SEARCH FORAWIFE FORISAAC
ScriptureReading: Genesis24:1-16.
Golden Text: Genesis24:4.
" But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my

kindred, and takeawifeuntomy son I saac."

1. WhenAbrahamwasgetting old, what did hewant his
servant to do? Genesis 24:1-4.

2. What did the servant takewhen he started on hisjour-
ney? Genesis24:10.

3. When hearrived at thecity, what did hedo? Genesis
24:11.

4. What did the servant ask the Lord to do? Genesis
24:12-14.

5. When hehad almost finished talking to the L ord, what
happened? Genesis24:15.

6. What did themaiden look like? Genesis 24:16.
LESSON I
REBEKAH GIVESTHEM WATER
ScriptureReading: Genesis24:17-28.
Golden Text: Genesis 24:28.
"And the damsel ran, and told them of her

mother'shousethesethings.”

1. What did she say when the servant asked Rebekah
for adrink? Genesis24:17-18.

2. What did she say and do after the servant had finished
drinking? Genesis24:19-20.

3. When the servant asked her who shewas, what did
shesay? Genesis 24:23-25.
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4. When he heard this, what did he do? Genesis 24:26.
5. What did the servant say? Genesis 24:27.

6. What did Rebekah do when she heard who he was?
Genesis24:28.

LESSONII11
LABANAND BETHUEL'SCONSENT
ScriptureReading: Genesis24:29-52.
Golden Text: Genesis24:51.
" Behold, Rebekah isbefore thee, take her, and
go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the

L ORD hath spoken.”

1. When Laban, Rebekah'sbrother, heard about the ser-
vant at thewell, what did he do? Genesis 24:29-30.

2. What did L aban say to the servant? Genesis 24:31.

3. What did he do when he entered the city? Genesis
24:32-33.

4. For what did he say that he had cometo them? Gen-
€sis24:40.

5. When the servant told Laban and Bethuel that he
wanted to take Rebekah homefor |saac'swife, what did
they say?Genesis24:51.

6. What did the servant do when he heard this? Genesis
24:52.

LESSON IV
REBEKAH'SDECISION
ScriptureReading: Genesis24:53-59.
Golden Text: Genesis 24:59.

" And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and
her nurse, and Abraham'sservant, and hismen."
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1. What did the servant giveto Rebekah and her family?
Genesis24:53.

2. What did Rebekah's mother and brother say when the
servant wasgoing to leave? Genesis 24:54-55.

3. What wasthe servant's answer? Genesis 24:56.
4. How did they decideto settleit? Genesis 24:57.

5. What was Rebekah'sanswer? Genesis 24:58.

6. Who went with Rebekah? Genesis 24:59.

BROTHERS - ISJESUS YOUR BROTHER? READ MARK 3:35

ANSWERS - Where are they from? page 14

1. DerbelLystra, 2.Tekoa, 3. Joppa,

4. Babylon, 5. Caesarea, 6. Anathoth,

7.Ur, 8. Gilead, 9. Thyatira, 10. Bethlehem/Judah,
11. Bethsaida, 12. Joppa

ANSWERS - Peter's Occupation page 14

1. Fire 2. Spirit 3. Jews
4. Hearken 5.Joel 6. Pourout
7. Dream 8. Darkness 9. Moon

B |R |O|T

HIE R[S

PAGE TWELVE
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"HE SHALL GIVE HISANGELS CHARGE"

"Mamma, let meread tonight," said seven-year-old
Maxine as her mother took the Biblefrom thetablefor
their evening devotions. "Very well," agreed the Mother,
and Maxinegot her ownlittle Bibleto read from. " Shal |
read the twenty-third Psalm again?' she asked.

"Well," hesitated Mrs. Martin, "you read that pretty
often; supposeyou try another onetonight. I'll helpyou
withthewords. Let'stry theninety-first Psalm.”

o little Maxine began. "He that d-w-e-l-I-e-t-h,"
"Dwelleth," prompted her mother. "-dwellethinthes-e-
c-r-e-t-," "Secret." "-secret place of themost High shall
ab-i-d-e-" "Abide." "abide under the shadow of theA-I-
m-i-g-h-t-y."

Thuswent thereading of the Psalm by thelittlegirl,
stumbling over thebig words. So intent was M other and
daughter onto thereading that neither heardthefaint rustle
outs dethewindow nor saw thedark face peering through
thepane. It wassummer and thewindow waspartly raised
so that thewords spokeninsidewereclearly audibleto
that crouched, waiting figure o near.

"...Heshall givehisangelscharge over thee. What
doesthat mean, Mama?' Maxineinterrupted hereto ask.

"It means, dear, that God sends His angelsto take
care of us so that harm will not cometo us. They are
watching over usall thetime."

"Right now?" questioned thechild. "Right now, when
Daddy'sgone, and it isdark outdoors?Arethereangels
herenow?"

"Yes, right now" assured the mother. "God and his
angelsarewatching right now." And they proceeded with
thereading oncemore.

Couldthey have seenthefigure outsidetheir window,
they would have noticed hisquick ook about him at the
mother'swords. She said God waswatching. Wherewas
God?Who was God? It wasaname he habitually used
vilely - and he had a vague notion that God was some
terribleBeing. "Thewrath of God." Thosewordsthat he
had once heard spoken by a preacher as he passed an
openair serviceonenight came suddenly to mind. Some-
whereinthe darkness, unseen by him, wastheir God who
could seeall. Thewoman had spoken so confidently of
Hiswatching eye. Then, if God werewatching over this
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mother and daughter, He could see him, too. Thewrath
of God! What would God do to him? Fear made him
amost motionlessand while hewas crouching down to
theground, heheard achild'sclear voiceliftedin praying.
"...Thank you, God, for having Your angel stake care of
Mommy and Daddy tonight, and help all the bad people
tonight to stop being bad..."

Thefear inthe man'sheart gave way to anew emo-
tion. A lump rosein histhroat and tears- strange unac-
customed tears- smarted hiseyelids.

Hehad alittlegirl, too, just about her size. What was
shedoing now, whilethislittlegirl wassaying her prayers
and would soon betucked in by loving hands? He could
imagineher inthedingy littleroom they called home. Per-
haps she had crept into bed by now, trying to get to deep,
or maybe crying again. Heremembered onenight recently
when he had gone hometo find her crying because she
was hungry. There hadn't been anything in theroomto
eat. He had slapped her for being ababy and told her if
shedidn'tliketheway hefed her she could get somebody
elsetotakecareof her. Anyway, if she had any backbone
she'd begoing and steal something if shewashungry. The
wifeand mother had died two yearsbefore, and thiswas
how he cared for thelittle girl. Hethought of her now;
poor, thin, hungry-looking and ragged. Scant attention had
he given her, spending hisdaysand nightsin drinking,
gambling, and petty thievery.

Hethought of himsdlf asachild. How different hislife
might have been had he been reared asthischild that he
had been watching read and pray. How different thischild
would bewith proper teaching. Slowly heraised himself
from the ground and stumbled avay. Hewasgoing home-
hometo hisown littledaughter.

"Mamma, what was that noise outside?' asked
Maxine. "l never heard anything," her mother answered.
"] guessit must havebeentheangels wingsbrushing againgt
thelilacbushes™ murmured thechild deepily, curlingupin
bed.

But the next day while outdoorsMrs. Martin noticed
footprintsunder thewindow by thelilacs. They werethe
printsof aman'sshoe. Her heart seemed almost to stop
itsbeating for amoment. Had Maxineredly heard some-
thing last night? Had danger been closeto them?

Themanwho crouched benesth thewindow thet night,
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bent on mischief, went to hisroom to pray for thefirst
timeinhislife. Hedidn't know how to pray but hewanted
God, and God heard hiscry. Lifefor thelittle daughter
became anew thing. She could scarcely comprehend it
all, even when the man explained that it was Jesuswho
had changed him. Daddy didn't gamble. He had areal
jobinstead and brought home groceries and clothesto
her. They moved out of the stuffy, littleroominto anice,
airy, sunny onewith acarpet on thefloor. Daddy took her
to Sabbath School and church, and at night heread Bible
storiesto her and taught her to pray. Many times, heread
to her fromtheninety-first Psalm: "Heshall givehisan-
gelschargeover thee"

WHEREARE THEY FROM?

Everyone has some placethey call home. Canyou
namethecitiesthat thesebiblical characterscalled home?
Fill inthe blank by each person'snamewith the city he
camefrom. UsetheBibletext if you need help.

1. Timothy (Acts16:1)

2.Amos(Amos1:1)

3. Dorcas (Acts 9:36)

4. Nebuchadnezzar (11 Kings24:11)

5. Corndiusthe Centurion (Acts 10:1)

6. Jeremiah (Jermiah 1:1)

7.Abraham (Genesis11:31)

8. Elijah (1 Kings17:1)

9. Lydia, sdler of purple(Acts16:14)

10. King Dvid (I Samuel 17:12)

11. Philipthedisciple (John 1:44)

12. Simon the Tanner (Acts 10:5-6)

Answerson page 12

PAGE FOURTEEN

IF YOU WERE ANOTHER PERSON, WOULD
YOU LIKE TO BE A FRIEND OF YOURSELF?

Peter's
Occupation

Answers
on page 12

Theanswersto these questions can befoundin Acts
2:1-21. Put the answersin the correct boxes above.
If your answers are correct, Peter's occupation will
appear in the heavy squares.

1. What were the cloven tongues like?

2. What gave them utterance?

3. What men were dwelling in Jerusalem?

4. What did Peter say they should do to his words?
5. What prophet did Peter mention?

6. What will God do to His Spirit in the last days?
7. What will the old men do?

8. What will the sun be turned into?

9. What will be turned into blood?
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Sabbath Memory Verses

1 2 3 B 5

“Theheart isdeceitful aboveall
things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it?" (Jeremiah

17:9).
Independence Day

6 / 8 9 10 11 12

“Andthereforewill the LORD wait, that
he may be gracious unto you, and
thereforewill he be exalted, that hemay
have mercy upon you: for theLORD is
aGod of judgment: blessed are all they
= that wait for him” (Isaiah 30:18).

18 19

“Hethat overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in whiteraiment; and | will not
blot out his name out of the book of
life, but I will confess his name before
my Father, and beforehisangels’ (Rev-
elation 3:5).

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

“But the scri pture hath concluded
SR—— Summer Youth Retreat Camp, San Antonio, Texas --------- > all under sin, that the promise by
Contact Brother Tim Buechner for more information 210-622-3191 fathof JesusChrist might begiven
tothemthat believe’ (Galatians
3:22).

2 28 29 30 31

Contact us to receive Sabbath School Lessons
PO Box 328 Salem, WV 26426
Phone: 304-782-1411 email:cogsevday@aol.com
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